
 

 

National MS Society-New Jersey Metro Chapter 
2013 Highlights and Accomplishments 

  
 Nearly $2 million is dedicated to research initiatives towards finding a cure for MS. 

 

 Affordable Housing: Throughout the last few years, the Chapter collaborated with several entities to address 
the need for affordable and accessible housing. This collaboration resulted in a few initiatives including:  

Kershaw Commons, a housing development designed for people with disabilities that need MS services. 
The first of its kind on the East Coast, Kershaw Commons opened in the fall of 2011 in Freehold, NJ for 30 
residents. Additional partnerships led to securing rental assistance to 9 people at a specific apartment 
building in Lyndhurst. Yet another relationship led to apartment availability for 4 people with MS at 
Crescent Commons in Allendale, a project developed by the United Way of Bergen County and the town 
of Allendale. Most recently, the chapter welcomed 6 new residents in the city of Bayonne at a private 
residential community.  Another housing plan is currently in the works for the town of Montvale.  

 

 The chapter offers a wide variety of programs and services to 10,000 individuals and their families in 14 
New Jersey counties. Such programs and services include but are not limited to: financial assistance, care 
management, self-help groups and social connection programs, educational workshops and conference 
calls.  The Society helps people navigate the challenges of MS through its quarterly newsletter, ongoing email 
news and a comprehensive website. Appropriate resources and referrals are provided individually on an 
ongoing basis.  

 

 The Chapter’s Computer Outreach Program provides computers to those who are living with MS and are 
restricted to their own homes, or are living in long term care facilities. This unique program enables these 
individuals to remain connected to the world beyond their homes, despite financial constraints that preclude 
them from purchasing computers or assistive technology. 

 

 Unique wellness programs are provided at CentraState (Freehold) and Kessler Institute of Rehabilitation 
(West Orange and Saddle Brook) that are designed to optimize the quality of life for those living with the 
challenges of MS.  Additionally, the Chapter provides a program of Wellness classes in the community 
throughout its 14 county territory.  

 

 The Chapter recognizes special populations:  For individuals living with MS in Long-term Care Facilities, 
the Chapter’s Day Out program provides a one day getaway.  And, the Chapter‘s Scholarship Program 
provided $68,200 to 58 students in 2013. 

 

 The chapter gives a voice to people with MS by relentlessly advocating and championing the rights of 
people with disabilities, working to establish or improve community resources, helping people to advocate 
for themselves and by joining forces with individuals and/or organization who share our goals. 

 

 NJ is home to five MS Centers that are considered Partners in MS Care by the National MS Society. The 
Centers are located in Teaneck (Holy Name), Livingston (St. Barnabas), Newark (Rutgers-NJMS MS Center), 
New Brunswick (Rutgers-Robert Wood Johnson Center for MS) and Freehold (Linda E Cardinale at 
CentraState Medical Center).  

 

 A variety of exciting, unique and fun fundraising special events are offered, including, Walk MS, Bike 
MS, MuckFest MS, “On The Move” Luncheons, “Musical Moments” Benefit Concert & a Golf Outing to fund 
our programs and services and research towards a cure.   

 
The National MS Society mobilizes people and resources to drive research for a cure and to address the 
challenges of everyone affected by MS.  For more information about the National MS Society New Jersey 

Metro Chapter, please visit our website at www.nationalMSsociety.org/njm.   

http://www.nationalmssociety.org/njm

